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This paper outlines an empirical study(Flanagan & Russ-Eft, 1975a) of .
the. educational experienqes and requirements of individuals as a partial ’
basis’ for formulating educational priorities and goals. From many points of

. viEw the most vaiid approach to evaluating the adequacy-and appropriateness
of present educational goals and programs is in terms of the performance of -
the school's graduates.. Much anecdotal ev1dence is. available on graduates .
. -of vatious schools, H’; there are few comprehensive studies systematically . 0
relating educational exper1ences with subsequent performance in’ important life -
rgles.‘ . T . ' v Lo
+ To define the educatiomal goals that are important for all students to
achieve and also to identify these goals that are important to -only certain
students, the American Institutes for Research conducted an in-depth interview -
follow=-up of Project TALENT participants. Project TALENT (Flanagan et.al., I
1964, 1966, 1971; Shaycoft et,dl., 1963) was initiated with the testirg of \
400 000 high schoo& students in the Spring of l960.f Based on the. two day
testing, each student s record’ consists of indivigual arid composite scores
on atbattery of tests of abilities and informadgion, responses to an interest
1nventory, ‘as well as information” on family background, current activities and
future' plans. The present séudy used the information from this two day
testing in l960, and eollected new data using 3 hour interviews with each

‘

30-year-old part1cipant.

. . \ . ’ M
» s 4 ! o j - ‘
. " Method = L

,

. Subjects The sample consists of 500 men and 500 women who are repre-
sentative Of the entire population of lS-year—olds in fhe United States in 1960.

-

The sdmple was chosen from among’ the Project TALENT participants. The

ProJect TALENT group consists of a stratified random ‘sample of‘approximately

4% of all students who were enrolled in grades 9- 12 in 1960.» In 10% of the

schools, ProJect TAEENT participants also included a special sample of all 15~ -

year—olds who were enrolled in grades 1-8 in 1960 or who had already left

> school in those part1cular school districts. Cases were drawn from the TALENT

files so that the sample’. would be self-weighted |
4 Sixty—seven percent 'of the original sample participated in the study. .

Using a stratified random procedune, replacements for thosq cases that were

. not located declined or were ‘unavailable for the interview were selected’

v
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to retain the characteristics of the initial sample with respect to grade

level in 1960,-regi9n of the country, reading comprehension and socio-eco-

nomic status.

. > N &
'

. . H . . . bl
-' Materials .The first several sections of the interview dealt with .-

cation or training. Thé 1ater sections of the interview were devoted to

LN

turrent situations and future plans. The framework for the sections on

current life was based on the 15 d1men§10ns of quali‘y of lite as 1dent1f1ed

by Flanagan and Russ- Eft (1975b) in a c al incident study. TFigure 1

’

presents the résulting components.

' Proeedures The participantS™werg located and contacted by the project

staff in Palo Alta. The interviewing program was administered throagh

coordinators and interviewers in uniyersities and other institutions.through-

.out the United States and in Europe, Africa, the Middle East, Asia and

.-

‘South America. Interviews wére conducted for, the flost part in the inter-

viewee's ‘home or in the office of the. interviewer. ' <.

’ - N .
[y - . W ~ .
&,- , Results and Discussion
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Ratings of Importance and Satisfaction of Quality of Ljfe Dimensions

In Tables 1 and 2 appear theJcrosé-tabulatibdg of importanéerand satisfaction .
for the fifteen quality of 1ife}ﬁi9ensiona. There are nine cofiponents that

more than three-fourths of these, young people‘report as efther important or-.

very important’ to their/quality of life. On six -of these# 80%, or. more of

both the men and the tomen’, who rate the component as either important or
¢ ' :

- ‘. s s
very important, are either satisfied or very satisfied with théir present

status on this component. These six components include health, spouse,
P ¥i

job, )children parents and siblings, and close friends. For two pf the

remaining three developing™ maturity and material well—being, the,cBrres—‘

ponding figure is 70%. Intellectual develppment is the one‘component that

Chree—fourths or more(of ‘the 30-year-olds regard as important ot very impor-

i
tant &o their quality of life, but as few as 59% of the men and 50/ of the

women are satisfied with their status- on it. et o, . S

* '-’s

The remaining six component{ are rated as’ important +or very important

to their quality of life by only about half of fhese young people. JFor three

F

- .
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.
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expériences in school from elementary school through any post-secondary edy-
¢ - .

ki
.
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FIGURE 1 .

Conponents Comprising Quality of Life,,
PHYSICAL AND MATERIAL WELL-BEING

A. Material well-being and financial security

Having good food, home, possessions, comforts,
and expectations oﬁ,these for the future. Money
.and financial security are typically important
factoxs. For most people filling these needs |,
is primarily related to their efforts or those
) of their spouse. S|
. .
B. Health and personal Eafety a
7 .
Enjoying freedom from sickness, possessing
physical and mental fitness, avoiding accidents
4 .+ and other health hazards. Problems related to-
| alcohol, drugs, death, and aging are- also-
. included.” Effective. treatmenf\of health problems

&

- is a large component, !

«

r .
RELATIONS WITH OTHER PEOPLE" .

- C. Relafions with sponse (girlfriend or boyfriend)

Being married or having a girlfriend or boyfriend.
‘The relationship involves love, companionship,
sexual satjsfaction, understanding, communication,
appreciation, devption, and contentment.

. . R
N ’ PR X

D. Having'and raising children . v

~

- . Having children and becoming a pardnt. This re-

: lationship involves watching their development,
spending time with them and enjoying them. Also
included are things like molding, guiding, helping,
,appreciating, and learning from them and with
them,

E. Relations ‘with parents, siblings, or other relatives

ﬁaving parénts, siblings, or other relatives.

In these relationships-one experiences communi-
cating with or doing things with them, visiting,
" enjoying, sharing, understanding, being helped by
and helping them. -The feeling of belonging and
having someone to discuss things with is a large

component .,

F. Relations with friepds
.- L - . . . -
Having close friends. In these relationships one
shares activities, jnterests and views. Important
aspects of these relationships involve being accept=-
éd, visiting, giving and receiving help, love,

trust, support, and’ guidance. .

i .
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Components Comprising Quality of Life
> o L
- - . 3 - . [

SOCIAL, COMMUNITY, AND CIVIC ACTIVITIES T

G. Activities related to'helping or encouraging other , N
. . 'Egogle _— . ) @L\
. Helping or emcouraging adults or children (other ‘
! ’ than relatives or close’ friends). This can be \\
s ) done ‘through one's efforts.as an individual or as *
. o . a member of some organization, such as a church, P
. . . - club, or voluntéer group, ;that works fgr "the ’ ~ ‘
.. benefit of other people. - . <
. L . : .7
-9 i H. ActiVities relating to local and national govern- .
P ments y . . e ’

» -
.

Keeping informed through the media; participating
by voting and osher communications; having and N
appreciating one's political, social, ‘and reli-
gious freedom. One component of this includes .
having living conditions affected by regulationm, .
~ .laws, procedures, and policies of gqverning | ’ '
- agencies and the individuals and groups that

" ' influence and operate them. . " .
e /: ! ‘ . : .
_— PEBSONAL,DEVELOPMENT AND FULFILEMENT LT .

) , _l ' R | -t 4 .
. ‘ . I. Intellectual development J ’ N e

v
- . . ”‘

Learning, attending school, acquiring desired .
- knowledgg and mental abilities,: graduating, "and _

. problem solv Other aspects involve - oo .
improving understanding, comprehension or appre- .

" ciation in an intellectual area through activities .
. X\ \ in or out of school. ° . ) - S
, . ) e " . ) - W ? ’
- ' J. Personal nnderstanding‘and planning

@s

Developing and gaining orientation, purpose, -and !
“guiding principles for one's life. This may a .
. ' involve becoming more mature, gaining dnsight into

. « .and.a 9ceptanc2,of one's assets and limitations,
§ . experiencing-and awareness of personal- growth
- T, and development, and realizing the ability to :

~ “irifluence the course of one's life significantly. !
) N % It also includes making decisions and planning . . * s
"“ v life activities and xoles. For some people, a '
-, ' . major component arises from religious of spiritual, S5 . &

LS experiences or activities. |, _ “

\j‘ “‘“";;,.. oo - , X ‘. R 6 . ?

. . ‘
— v - . . .
a - ° . . -~
g [ L] A -
'Full Text Provide c . M
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' Components-Comprising Quality of'Life'\

.
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0.

K.

M.

" N.

_Creativity and personal expression, ' ,

’
+

Occuﬁatienal role (job)

. Having interesting, ¢hallénging, rewarding, -
worthwhile work in a job or, home. This includes
doing welI, using one's abilities, learning and
producing, obtaining recognition, and accomplish-
ing on the job. * )

e 2 ~
il

-

Showing ingenuity, otiginality,:imagination in
misic, art, writirng, handicrafts, drama, photo-
graphy, practical or scientific'matters or every-'
day ‘activities. This also-'inc¢ludes expressing
oneself through a collection,  a persenal project,
or an accomplishment or achievement-

- . .

N

Socializing T / , .

. » E

RECREATION : -
. e [y R - .

.
~

Entertaining at home or'elsewhere, attending
parties or other social gatherings, meeting new T
pedple, interacting with others. It may <., '

include participation in socializing organiza- T

‘* tions and clubs. \ - .

. . r

Passive and observational recr tional-activities,
I - . o~ -
Participating in various -kinds of passive’ recrea-
tion, .such as watching teleyision, listening to
music, readiné, geing to the poV¥ies, and going
to entertainment or sports evénts. It also involves'
appreciating the art-and beauty im many aSpects of
life.

“

Active and participatory.recreational activities - .

‘Participating in various kinds of active recreation,
such as spofts, hunting, fishing, boating, camping,
vacation travel,.and gightseeing, etc. YThis may
also ifivolve pla ing sedentary or active games,
singing, playingYEP instrument, dancing, .acting, !

etc.
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Cross—Tabulation for 500 Males of Ratlngs on Importance and Ratings on Satisfaction

* for the 15 Quality of L1fe Dimensions ‘
. Rows: Very Satisfied = ) Columns Very Important = VI | .
'Satisfied = S . Important = I '
- - Moderately Satisfied = MS ' - Moderately Important = MI .
. - Only Slightly Satisfied = 0SS . ¢ -Only Slightly Ifportapt = OSI
- " Not At All Satisfied = NAS i Not At All Important = NAI
- " No Response = NR A No Respomse f‘NR .
- ‘ , ) - o~
Material Well-Being Llose Friends
VI I ME OSI ' NAI NR -TOT VI I MI 051 NAI NR TOT .
. VS 80 30 20 "8 T3 "2 163 ,68 4122 11 12 3 157 -
s 7 91 77 30 5 2" . 205 70 112 40° 12 11 1 246 % ..
Ms 44 33 19° 5 101 21 2418 - 4 3 70 )
0SS 9 3 2 1 15 6 °3 1* 2 1 13
N NAS 7 3 2 12 5 2 1 L. 9
T OMR - 3 ) 1 4 -1 1. 3 5
TOT 234 166 73 - 19 5 3 ,500 171 181 83 30 28 77500
§
Health - - . #  Helping Others
vs 210 19 1 230 4 14 9 10 14 . 91
S 4 33 6 . . 1 2 19 50 6321 .30 37 5 206 . .
MS 3 12 2 : 50 33-3720 15 4 1 110 -
0SS 10 1 A 11 10 20 5 12 1 48
NAS -6 =2 - _ : 8 100 6 4 5 4 1 30
R Ly _ 5 5 2 111 3 7 .15
TOT 416 * 67 9 1 7 500 149 141 60 73 63 14 500
.‘Parehts and Siblings . Government ' “
vs 112 44 20 6" 9 191 13 5 8 14 23 63
S 61 78 ‘48 18 S5. 1 211 37 53 43 38 - 28 199 -
MS 12 16 22 8 2 60 34 3320 14 6. 1 114.
0SS 4 3- 5 4 1 17 181319 9 _ 3 62 .
* . 'NAS 3 3 2 6 3 18 14 12 3 ‘6 14 49 ’
NR 2 - ‘ 1 3 1 R 6 1 13 1
TOT 194 144 97 42 21 2 500 117 116 99 86 80 2 500 -
] . (4 ' .-
Children ' Intellectual Development,
.Vs 165 20 8 8 13 1 215 69 13 4 1 _ 1 - 88 -
s, 93 30 .8 6 8 . 145 104 6516 8 5 198
. S 24 17 5 2 1 49 76 3513 4 1 4 133
. 0ss .8 3 2 1 14 31 17 4 2 54
_NAS -13 5 1 6 2 27 14 1 "1 -3 19
NR 7 1. 5 1 3§. 50 - - 2 2 4 8
TOT 310 76 24 22, 29 33 500° 29413337 16 12 8 500 7
. R ' s &
. . Spouse Maturity . ‘ : v
) VS. 200, 21 2 6 229 87 16 5 3 5 116 ° ot
S 87 48 8 5 148 109 86 32 11 4 242
. MS 19 10 11 1 2 43- 57 3310 2 1 1 104 .
© 0gs 7. 3 4 . 1 15 13 5 1° .19 ‘
s 9 3 1 2 15 © 4 - 1 1 6 ;
R " 50 50 3 1/ \q} 8 13
322 85 26 6 11 50 50 27314149 .16 N2 9.500
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Table 1 (coﬂf.3
i

Cross—Tabulation for 500 Maleé of Ratings on Impo&;énce and Ratings on Satisfaction
for th%§35 Quality of Life Dimensions

\ Rows: Very Satisfied
Satisfied =
5 Moderately Satisfied =
Only Slightly Satisfied = 0SS
Not At All Satisfied = NAS . .
' No Response = NR .
Job - .
VI'I MI O0SI, NAI. NR TOT
& 16 35 8 4 2 1 206 -
‘ MS 87 54 9 3 2. 3 158
0SS 734 16 10 . 1 61
Nas 14 51 2 22
w131 .14
ror 2 3 2 25 39 - -
313 114 30 9 _4 30 500 .o -
Creativitz '
R} S
VS 41 13 5 14 22 95~
S 32 4526 50 38 1 192
MS® 32 3542 20 5 134
0s$ 16~ 10 9. 6 1 42
NAS 5 3.3 5 . 16
N 2 1 3 2 7 6 21 .
TOT 128 107 88 92 78 7 500
Sociélizing \
Vs 36 2631 19 14 126
S 25 85 73 45 10 . 238
MS 15 3029 16 2. 1 93
0ss 7 9 7 4 2 29 .
NAS 5 1 4 10 -
NR 1 12 4
TOT 88 152 140 84 33 3 500 )
Passive Recreation
VS 46 40,30 - 12 2 130
‘S 43 80.65 25 3 216
MS 19 2833 15 3 98
0ss 7 °8 8 6 29
NAS 1 2. 2 3 3. 11
NR 3 1 6 1 2 16
To'rTm 161 139 67 12° 2 500 ¢
Active Recreation
VS~ 62 2313 9 12 119
33 7635 30 8 _2 189
28 3236 14 5 115 .
7 14 13 9 1 1 45 =
3 03 4 71 4 5 . Y
1 6 3 -4 3 17 9
139 154 104 63 34 *6 500

-

Columns:

[N ‘ 3

Very Importan;\§ V1
Important = I

Moderately :Important = MI
Only, Slightly. Important =%0S5I 1
Not At All Importamt = NAI
No- Response = NR

,




- L TABLE 2
A ) ¢ . o

v Cross—Tabulationfor 500 FemaleSOfRatlngs on Importance and Ratlngs on Satisfaction
' ! for the 15 Quality of Lifé Dimensions ‘ .

!

. Rows: Very Satisfied = VS T : - Columns: Very ImpértéPt = VI
; < Satisfied = § | s . Important ='1 :
Moderately Satisfied = MS .. ’ Moderately Important = MI,,
. Only Slightly Satisfied = 0SS = Only Sligtly Important = OSI
Not At, All Satisfied,= NAS . . Nqt At All Important = NAI
' No Response = NR No Response = NR '
. . R ) , o 'o , ) %
Material Well-Being ) : .+ Close Friends - ,
VI I MI 0SI. NAI NR TOT VI L ML 0SI NAL MR TOT
Vs: 71 55 34 12 6 2 180 118 42 20 3 6 > 189 .
S 6l 86 42 7 1 - 197 65 96 35 9. 9 2 216
- M 35 “30 13 8 1 1 88 22°26 13, 3° 1 - 65
© 0SS 1-; 8 1 1 22 . 4 /b 2 2 17
NAS « 12 4 > " 4
NR ~ : 11 2 7 "7 90 .
TOT 187 183 90 28 8 4 500 215173 70 17 16 9 500 s 0"
' ¢
Health o, N - Helping Others .
219 13 2 1 235 73 25..8 5 7 118 ]
S - 154 34 .2 1 2 193 53°'81.,15 21 12 1 183 -
. M5 39 13 1 1 54 ¢ 29 38 17 8 5 2 99 . -
: 0SS 9 ' .9 8 22 14 6 4 1 55 . g
NAS 3 1 4 & 9 4 6 6 29 .
NR . 1 4 5 2 4 1.2 1 6 16> ..
TOT - 424 61 5 3 7 500, 169 179 59 48 +35 10 500
Parents and Siblings Govefnment "O o 4 ‘ .\e=
v ' . - ' _‘ '
Vs 191 39 .14 .°5 4 1 254 8 11,9 13 28 1 °170
S 62 55 18 9- 3 147 26 47 37 34 45 187 ° :
MS .30 20 9 % 1 _ " 64 33 36 28 11° 8 1 117
0SS 6 3 9 2 17 21 19 12 13 15 5" 55 L
NAS 4 2, 1. 2 1 10 14 7 8 8 11 48 '
NR X o, -3 4 1 6 3 5 2 6 23 .
TOT 293,119 52 20 11 5 500 90 119 98 86 99 8 500
Children = ° N L . Intellectual Development :
, . Vs 190 10 1. 3 9 3 216 41 10 - & 2 3 60 w
s 13 ‘29 7 "3 1 1 171 82 65 19.12 8 2 188
N MS 39 8 .6 1 1 55 80 51 20 9 1 2 163 ~
0SS 7 4 . 11 24 21 4 5 2 56 o
. NAS 10 3 13 7 5, 2 1 1 1 271
NR, a4 -3 1+ 1 1 26 3% 1 5 6 °°
- TOT 380 5715 8 11 29 500 245152 49 29 15 10 500 .
Spouse . ) . Maturit .
Vs 222 11 5 1 1 . 240 . 82“13‘JL5 2 3 1 108 a
S 8 26 3 1 1 115 131 87 12 2 4 236
MS 36 13 7 o2 . 58 57 40 6 103/
0ss 10 2 2 - 14 15 11 2 71 29
“«;ﬂﬁs“‘lg‘i 1 o1 6 2 i 2 8 1;
CERIC. R ~2 . 1 L i L
T0T 364 54 18 2 5 57 500 291159 27 .5 9 9

509//// -




[

-
Y

)

Cross—Tabulatlonfor 500 Females ofRatl
for the 15 Quali

Very Satisfied =

Table,

Rows:.
. Shtisfied = N\
Modexately Satlsfled‘— MS
Only Slightly Satisfied = 0SS
Not At All Satisfied = NAS
No Respohse = NR *
Job
VI I MI 0SI NAL MR TOT |
vs 143 36 .6 4 4 . 193
S 79 77 14 3 2 2 177 |
MS 36 24 6 1 1 68
0ss 9 5 2 .1 1 18
NAS. 8 '3 1 . 1 1 14
NR12 4 3 2 1 7. 30
TOT 288 149 32 12 9 10 500 °
“Creativity '
2 N . Py
VS 47 1611 © 7 20 1-102
S 38 5523 31 30 1 178
M3 26, 3642 12 g 2 127
0SS '12 19 16 8 2 57 ;
NAS, 3 5 4 6 ‘4 2 24 (
R 172 1 3 5 .12 l
TOT 126 132 98 65 68 11, 500
Socialiaing .
VS 50 47 35 13 16 1 162
S 28 63 52 - 39 17 1 200
MS 13 28 37 52 I 86
0SS 10 12.8 1 2 - 33
NAS 1 7 1 1 10
NR 1 1 7 9
TOT 103 157 133" 59 38 10 500
o .
* ‘Passive Recreation
VS 43 43.25 16 4 131
.S 45, 64-64. 30 5 208
MS. 15 32 36 13 3 1 100
~0ss 5 1012 ' 9 36 |
NAS 4 1 3 1 9 |
. NR 35 3 2 3 16 |
TOT 11; 152 143 74 15 &4 500 !
Active Recreation
. VS 4522 6 11 13 97 /
S 33 67 44 40° 20, 204
MS 16 31 38 17 7 109
0ss- 7 1110 12 - 2 1 43
NAS 7 7 &4 3 6 1 28
N3 2 4 8 4 19
TOT 109 138 104 87 56 6 500

’\"df ', .\

6a

2 ("contO) /\/ . .

| . .
v

j s on Importance and Ratings on Satisfaction
ty of Life Dimensions

" :
Very Important = VI
Important = I -
Moderately Important MI

Columns:

? -Only Slightly Important = OSI
: 3 Not At All “Important = NAT
° . No Response = NR R
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. of these components, more than 70% of the men and women who rated a component- }
. R . ’
as important or very important report ‘that they atre satisfied or very satis-

fied with their present status. These three components 1nclude passlve recreation,

active recreation, and so ializing. The remaining three components are helping

other Qeogle, for which the corresponding fugure on satisfaction with present :.;
activities is a little more than 60%; creat1v1ty for which it is a-lirtle

less than 60/, and partlclpatlon in government for wh1ch it is somewhat less ]

than 50%. B o . ‘ R . )

~

-

» L

As a overall generalization of these data, it seems that ‘most of these .
{
- 30-year—olds are off to a ggod sta¥t in life and are doing quite well with
respect to the things, ‘that ‘are most 1mportant to them They do 1nd1cate that . )

they would like to do better in areas of 1ntellectuaiAgevelopment developing

maturlty and mater1al well be_;g " 1In addition, certain people would like to

improve in the areas of government,, creat1v1éy and helping others. It is

.
®

hoped that social programs can be,improved and\modlfled to enable them to achigve

~—

greater.satisfaction if the areas-that-are of 1mportance to them. v

* The Contr1bution of Educatlon sCertalnly education" has contributed to the ..

‘ lives of these men and women 1n/many d1fferent ways. At least 63% of men "’ .
| and 53% of the women have, at age 30, recelved as much or more educatlpn than
. ' they expected as 3 ryear—old The educatlonal experiences, provided ‘by the
high schgols~were eported as- being used by at least some members of the
o sample. However, the skills :iggrted as beipg u5ed most frequently were in

~the éreas of mathematlcs busi ess educatdon 'langu ge arts, home economics,

and industrial arts. 1In the future, at (least T f the sample plan to obtain

-additional'education to improve their occupational role in terms of advancement

/:///“‘or-a different careerj Thus, ‘these people plan to improve one aspect of their ¢
) quality of life through educationi‘v . i /. o 0 .
- ) There are, however, some areas in which education could contribute in-
added ways to the lives of these peopiefﬁkAn earlier paragraph in this section
— % indicated some ‘quality of life areas in which educational programs could be-
improved.f In addition, the participants themselves reported ‘several areas inv‘ -
which they needed more educational experiences. + In terms— of courses. that they c
wished » they had had, men most frequently reported industrial arts, vocatlonal
courses, mathematics and science, while women reporteedhusiness education, N

foreign 1anguages and fine arts. Of the men and women who attendedzcollege, .

e . . &’
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24% reported that they were only "slightly preparedQ_or_"not at all prepared”

for .college. Some of the most frequently mentioned ways in which these college

»

ggpe ple lacked in their preparation involved language arts, mathematics, study

: ‘:“a.,:

o

-

‘.

“sk ls, science, and maturity.
+ ahd outcome indicated a need
about 13% of the men are in t
year-olds.
expected in 1960. The larger

in the group of housewives.

About 19%Z' of the women are in the same career group that

Finally, the data on occupational expectations
for some additional® programs in the schools. Only
he same career groups that they chose gs 15-

ihey
percentage for women results mostly from those

It should be noted that 39% of these people now

.report that, as. a teenager, they understood the educational requirements of a

. job "only slightly well" or "not well at all " 1In addition, almost 25% of

these men and women report a low level of understanding of their own aﬁ}litles

and interests when they were a teenager. Improved programs in the schools would

have'enabled these students to formulate more realistic goals for their .

occupations and their future lives. : . .

Studies of Individuals To understand both the positive and negative

contributions and the many opportunities missed it is essential to read each

"of these life histories caregélly

the significance of these histories, an abstracting‘

&
In developing practical procedures for

evaluating and communicating
method has evolved that enables most of the relevant data from the two days
of Project TALENT testing a@g the 120 page three-hour interview to be con-
densed to. a, four to six pagég?bﬁ@ract’ ) . ’ ' - %
At this point-in’ time we are nearing completion of che abstracts for a&l B
Bdsed on a sample of 200 abstracts, Flanagan (l975) o

- .

reported on the five most common problem areas. , -, e .
~ » I + - :

1000 participants

. /' ¢ R . ) . N:.:"

“Vocational guidance was badly needed by these students and rarely .

It was judged to have been seriously inadequate for 88 percent .
Although it cam be hoped-that '

adequate.
of the b ys and 75 percent of the gigls.
there has beea some improvement in the vocational guidance services in the 3
- secondary sohools since the time these young peopled:Sre in school, recent
information obtained in worhing with students in secondary schools suggests.

tha¢ much further improvement is needed.

. v_]_.ity of teach1ng had an important effect om the present quality of”
life many of these students. For the boys, good and bad effects were




-

“will be developed. | 4 . .o ‘ g

-
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about even. For the girls, the good‘effects clearly outnumbered the bad. .
With the present oversupply of tedchers it should be possible to replace
those who, the "students report, arz "just doing it for the money" with interes-

ted, motivated, and well-trained personnel. ’ . , -
« * r
sty

Individualized instruction is clearly a major needs throughout the nation's
schools. . The futility and sham of having students spend time, year-after year,
on,materials they cannot read or learn from, or, for some others, on materials
they already know, mist be eliminated This 1nd1vidualization has been
achieved in a number of‘schools and should be mandatory in all schools.
Ituis,not‘intrinsically more expensive, but does reqdqre some organizational

and planning changes in many schools.
v N <

L

The curriculum available to these students is, in'many instances,
inappropriate and inadequate. Often, non-college bound students did not get
the courses that would have been most valuable in improving their present
quality of life. In Some cases, courses such as industrial arts or auto
repair might add to per-pupil costs. In other instances, courses in marriage .

or family problems could be-added without appreciable changes in costs.

-

Personal support and counséling,concerning personal, social, and emotional

problems was a eritical need for more than a third of these students. Very :f
few of them obtained appropriate help. Better teacher training in some of the »
principles of. emotional development and ready acceSsibility of professional
help would make an important contribution to the quality of life of many of

thésé students. e : . .

r

. -

Because the analysis and interpretation of education s contribution to

the quality of Hiﬁe of each of. the

individuals is of great importance,

. v . ~ < ¢
plans have been made to continue study these:lives over a period of time.

This program will involVe a pan%l -or panels of some of the leading_experts
in educational planning}. Although .at least five major problem areas have
been defined quite clearly, it is bntic1pated that, with’ the assistance of
these experts, some other deéiciencies may be identified. . With the help of

this group, spécific plans for the improvement of education in various areas
. k4 . 3 ,
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